by tumour cells or local changes in the concentration of mucopolysaccharides and inorganic ions in the matrix have also been suggested. Histological changes are usually not seen in salivary tissue following low dose radiation exposure. However, TRC deposition may be a more subtle indication of damage following higher doses of irradiation. Other local and possibly systemic factors might also be expected to contribute. The focal distribution of crystalloids in this case might suggest that local variables within an individual tumour may be important, in addition to differences between left and right sides. The precise details of any mechanism, however, remain obscure and purely speculative.
In conclusion, these findings provide circumstantial evidence to support the hypothesis that deposition of TRCs in salivary neoplasms is influenced more by local than by systemic factors. Furthermore, it is proposed that irradiation of the head and neck may be one predisposing factor in TRC formation, an observation that has not previously been made, and that crystalloid deposition may be a subtle reflection of radiation induced damage in some cases. 
